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represent, if anything, temporary stations-in a broader textile life; marked by phases of

domestic use, fibrous maturation, and finally the/impulseto depart:

When it reaches full textile maturity, the Linum Nasalis Migratorius develops a behavior
comparable to that of seasonal birds: it,senses-a,call towards the south, evades human
observation, and embarks-on its journey.

It is the only-coherent explanation forthree universally observed phenomena:

1. its-disappearance from-pockets;
2. its disappearance from the washing machine;

3. its disappearance from drawers.

The migration map

Among the most important documentsiinithe kenobian collection’is a:world'map titled World
Map of Migratory.Routes of Linum Nasalis Migratorius. The document, dated 1874,

distinguishes at least.three major directions of moyement.

« South-west primary route: followed by European specimens of Linum; Typicus;which
leave the Mediterranean area and head towards the South Atlantic.

« Transoceanic route: attributed to Linum Oceanicus, capable of crossing large stretches
of sea in flight formations:

 Asian route: concerning Linum Orientalis, with local variations and probable

phenomena-of genetic isolation of the fibers:
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The map also shows details that deserve attention: areas of sedasonal.dccumulation, north-
eastern Atlantic corridors, and even episodes of "aerialbrawls and territorial fights," a clear
sign that the 19th-century scientific community had already intuited the existence of complex

dynamics between.competing flocks.

Taken together, these elements reinforce the hypothesis,that the. migration of handkerchiefs

is not a-random.phenomenon;-but an organized collective behavior.
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